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Fresh Water Life Finder 
By Bertha Chapman Cady 

Girl Scout Naturalist 

T HIS is to be a study in the ecology of water life; 
that is, a study of the inter-relationship of plants 
and animals and their relations to their environ

ment. This project should be of particular interest to 
the more mature girls as it provides an excellent oppor
tunity to bring together the somewhat detached studies 
which have been a part of the Observer and Rambler. 

In taking up the study of life in a fresh water stream, 
pond or lake one really gets a glimpse, in miniature, of 
the life forces which have gone into the building of the 
earth's surface as we see and know it today. Here is 
revealed to us a new world with a life all its own. It 
is this world, centering as it does about the stream, the 
pond, the lake, the marsh and swamp that we would take 
time to study and enjoy. Not any one little part of this 
water world, either, but seeing it as a whole, with its 
setting and its plant and animal life. Such an intimate 
study naturally presupposes easy access to a stream, pond 
or lake and the approach must be made in a spirit of 
patient watchfulness, for one does not enter into the in
nermost secret of any life with haste and clamor. One 
must watch and wait through changes which come to 
nature with the seasons. 

Delight in Discovery 

Nor should it be difficult to win a quick response to 
such an environmental study, for there is in us all a deep 
yearning toward pure, running water. Nothing. is more 
a part of our everyday life; turn where we w1ll, pure 
water meets and has always met our many needs. On 
the mirroring surface and in the deeps of any water 
are in truth myriad mysteries. Go into your study 
with the will of a discoverer. A small dip net and an 
inexpensive pocket lens or, better yet, access to a micro
scope, and each hour you spend by the waterside the 
greater ·will be your wonderment for, in truth, the micro
scope does open to our human eyes an entirely new world, 
a world of marvelous beauty. In the waters dwell the 
largest and the smallest of all forms of life and it will be 
through these tiniest forms thronging the pools in count-

less multitudes that you may come to appreciate the truth 
of the old-time saying that "nature is most wonderful in 
little things": 

After selecting the body of water to be studied one is 
sure to be interested first in its general geographic and 
geologic setting. Any geological and topographical maps 
of the local region will prove of great assistance. (These 
may be had through your state surveyor or purchased from 
the United States Department of the Interior). 

If one is to work on a lake or pond, try to discover 
how it was made: was it by a glacier, springs or streams, 
by the filling in of a basin or depression in the mountain, 
by wash-outs, floods or barrier deposits? Look over the 
shore line and notice if it is rocky, sandy, swampy or 
boggy. Make a sketch map of the area and in your notes 
indicate the trees and plants you find growing along the 
shore. Are they like those growing farther away from 
the water? What birds and animals frequent the shore? 

There may be a marsh near-by overgrown with cattails, 
spike rushes, bur-marigold and sedges. Perhaps a bog may 
offer one sphagnum with sundews and orchids appearing 
here and there. When the water itself is reached it will 
be important to notice its color, whether it be clear and 
pure or stained with minerals or decaying vegetable mat
ter; also, if it is swiftly flowing as in a small stream, or 
a stagnant pond or a clear placid lake. 

The Water Community 

There is always life in the water. Some fonns remain 
submerged while others are but partially adapted to 
water fife and still others leave the land to spend part of 
their life in the water. One is sure to think of the life 
of frogs and toads and salamanders, of mayflies and 
midges as well as the fragrant water lily, the arrowheads, 
the iris, the stately lotus and golden spatterdock. There 
are algae and water mosses, water ferns and eel grass 
with water fleas, diaphne and cyclops. 

It is not the purpose of this study to prescribe limiting 
"requirements". It should serve more in the way of a 
general survey of the plant and animal life associated with 
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fresh water. Take as a sample of these varied forms some 
readily found animals and plants; such as, 

INVERTEBRATES : 

Fresh ·water s,ponges 
Worms-flat, thread, tube and hair 
Leeches 
Rotifers 
Fresh water mussels (clams or bivalves) 
Snails 

Entomostraca : 
Branchiopods-gill-fotted-Water Fleas (Daphne) and Fairy 

Shr,imps 
Ostracods-enclosed in a rather dense shell--m.inute 
Copepods-qclops 

Malacostraca : 
Amphipods-prov.ide principal food ,for fish, as Scuds 
Islopods~found in muddy pools, Asellus. (Blind forms 

found in caves) 
Dicapods-Crawfish 

Spiders-a •few forms run on the surface of the water and 
others dive beneath the surface carrying air in a silvery 
bubble ~vhh them 

\Vater mites-often br.illiantly colored red, orange, yellow, 
or green ' 

Insects~mostly .land forms; however, nine orders aJre repre
sented in the water, although most of these, too, pass only 
their immature ·stages in water. Stone flies ; Mayflies; 
Dragon and Damsel fties; Water bugs-boatmen, back 
swimmers, water str.iders, giant ~vaterbugs; Net winged 
flies; Caddi:s fl.ies; Moths; Beetles; True fli es : midges, 
mosquitoes, horseflies and crane flies 

VERTEBRATES: 
Fish-outnumber in species every other vertebrate group. 

Bike, perch, bass, sunfish, catfish, darter, trout, whitefish, 
minnows, carp, sticklebacks. FamiHarity with many forms 
may be made through market varieties 

Amphibians- toads, kogs, sa,lamanders, mud puppies 
Reptiles-turtles, water snakes, alligator.s 

Birds-
Water birds : ducks, geese, swan s, gull s, terns, pel·icans, 

herons, coots, g.rebes 
Shore birds: sni!pes, rails, sandpipers, yellowlegs 
Living near water : kingfishers, blackbirds, swallows, 

water-thrushes 

Water Mammal'S-
·Carnivores: martin, otter, mink, fisher 
Rodents: muskrat, beaver 

Among the plants we find: pond weed, duck weed, spatter
dock, water weed, .parrot's feathe·r or water milfoil, water 
purslane, stoneworts, ricoia, hog mos'S , water fern and cress, 
horsetail, water lily, lotus, water shamrock, water hyacinth, 
pickerel weed. Other seed plants crowd the shores. 

Special attention should be given to the devices devel
oped by these various forms to fit them for survival in this 
water world. As examples of such adaptations one may 
note the familiar modifications of the mammals that spend 
their lives in and about the water, as the flattened tail 
and webbed hind feet of the beaver and the laterally 
flattened tail of the muskrat. There are also interesting 
adaptations made by animals to reduce the pull of gravity, 
as by the storage of oils, fats and gases in the body and 
by the development of floating devices; such as, bristles, 
spines, fringes, expansion of body into floats and air 
cushions. 

The reshaping of the body is also an aid in water life. 
The fish-shaped forms (long and tapering at each end 
with the longer slope to the rear) is best adapted. Swim· 
min~ apparatt~s of variolls kinds have been developed; 

such as, cilia (waving hairs), looping the body, wriggling, 
flattened swimming organs like oars (as fins), gill plates, 
legs and antennae. For protection from enemies: heavy 
armor (shells and chitin), hard shell covering of craw
fish and insects as well as digging into ooze on the bottom 

· of pools, building a shelter like the caddis worms and 
midges, or fastening shelters firmly to rocks in swiftly 
flowing water, as caddis worms and midges, or the grap
pling claws of stone flies and suckers of the net winged 
midges. 

Plants that live submerged in water have reduced thei r 
roots, even losing them altogether or using them largely 
for anchorage. Stems have become less rigid with an in
crease in air spaces and they tend to grow slender and 
pliant. The leaves of water plants are thin walled, thus 
aiding rapid absorption through the general surface, which 
is much alike on the upper and lower sides. The shape 
of the leaves of water plants take on two general forms 
( 1) long and ribbon-like in open moving waters (eel 
grass) and ( 2) much dissected in stagnant water ( blad
der worts, crowfoots). They also have developed inter
esting devices for reproducing themselves, avoiding largely 
the complex habit of seed formation. Many spread by 
tubers (arrow heads), by runners (common among land 
plants) and detachable branches and segments of th e 
stem. Still others continue to produce seeds as an addi
tional means of insuring reproduction. 

Let Us Be Life and Beauty Guards 

Remember that a clear water surface reflects the. sky 
as well as the shore. There is art and music and poetry 
in all this water world. Nature has lavished her boun
teous gifts and beauty is a public obligation. Shall w e ·not 
feel our responsibility to preserve them, for their beauty 
belongs to all people fo r all times ? The safety of thei r 
beauty rests largely in man's hands, for nature makes all 
pure waters lovely. Let man keep the waters free from 
pollution and the trees and flowers on the banks and head
lands safe from spoliation and restfulness and rich en
joyment shall remain for all generations. 'Ve may sum 
this up in definite steps for the requirements of the Fresh 
'Vater Life finder: 

1. Draw a map of the lake, pond or stream giving the gen
eral ge.ological environment and indica.ting any interest
ing features such as, fish hatcheries, parks, reservations, 
springs, marshes, swamps or bogs, falls, water purifica
tion plants. 

z. Draw a cross-section map of your selected area, giving 
the location of the typical plants and animals found. 

3. List the characteristic vegetation and animal life of the 
shore under observation: r.ock ledges, sandy, marsh, bog 
or flood plain. · 

4. What typical animal life and emergent and floating 
plants do you find: near the shore, farther out in deeper 
water, on the surface, in swift flowing or stagnant pools? 

5. What special adaptations to life in the water have you 
noted in animals and plants? 

6. What indications have you found where man has changed 
conditions associated with the situation you have selected 
for study: dams, parks, plantings, pollution, denudations? 
Have these changes been toward improvement or the op
posite? 

7. How could the area studied be made more attractive and 
useful to the community? 

General reference: Life of Inland Water, by Needham 
and Lloyd, 
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The Craftsman Badge 
By Gertrude L. Carey 

T HE following requirements for the Craftsman 
Badge have been set up after working with hun
dreds of captains and Girl Scouts. These have not 

been adopted and can not go into effect until passed upon 
by the National Standards Committee. In the mean
time, we invite and urge your comment and criticism so 
that, when adopted or adapted, they will represent the 
wishes of a large group of workers in the field. 

You will observe that the required work follows closely 
the general program as found in the Handbook. It in
cludes enough variety so that every girl may choose what 
most appeals to her. 

To encourage originality and initiative Girl Scouts 
should make their own designs even though they may not 
be as finished as a copied one. 

Beauty appeals strongly to girls of Scouting age, and 
use and beauty should be combined whenever possible, in 
making articles for personal use and for the home. 

The attainment of a Craftsman's' Badge stands for a 
certain step in the progress of a Girl Scout, and indicates 
that she has made a good beginning rather than that her 
efforts in handicraft are at an end. 

Planning and constructing is such a vital part of Girl 
Scouting that they will naturally enter into all the ac
tivities from Tenderfoot through Second and First Class 
requirements and should be related, as far as possible, to 
the needs and interests of the troop or patrol either in 
camp or at home. 

In applying for a badge, as a rule more than one piece 
of work should be presented and the applicant in any 
case must be prepared to demonstrate processes to the 
examiner. This is more important and more in keeping 
with Girl Scout principles than merely submitting one or 
more finished articles. 

To earn this badge, a Girl Scout must have done at 
least five of the problems suggested, and be able to demon
strate, when asked, the technique involved in the use of 
the material. If articles of the same material are sub
mitted they must show a logical improvement from first 
to fifth and a better understanding of design. 

1. WHITTLING: Be able to use a knife .in making articles 
for camp .such as toasting sticks, wooden knives, forks and 
spoons, a .poker, a pot hook, a clothes hanger, fuzz stick, 
a paper knife, a broom holder or a ·whistle. Know how to 
sharpen a knife. 

2. DESIGNING: Be able to make a design based upon a 
.patrol emblem, a woodcraft ·sign or some other nature form, 
such as a bird, tree, flower, animal or insect. 

Des.igning means adapt.ing nature's farms to a given 
mater.ial. This neces"Sitates a change f,rom the natural 
form. There·fore, if a b.ird is used in a des.ign for leather 
tooling, or a tree ,for a linoleum block print, the designer 
must make certain changes ~rom the natural bird or tree so 
that the design ·will conform to the .space in which .it is to 
be .placed and at the same time present a rhythmic and 
pleasing arrangement when finished. Thi•s may be a wood 
block ·for a Christmas card, a leather pur.se, a design for 
a scarf, curtains, pillows, or any article ·for persona.J use or 

the home. 
3. BASKETRY: a. Make a grass basket or mat of native 

grasses using the coiling method and 1sewing with raffia. 
b. Make a mat or basket of cattail flags. IF!ags must be 

gathered when full-grown, spread out to dry in the shade 
and dampened when ready to use. 

c. Weave a mat for a hot •plate, a small work basket, or a 
serving tray with a •wooden base, using ordinary reed. 

d. Make a reed and raffia basket with reed for the founda
tion coil, cover.ing .it with raffia. Use one or ·more colors 
and any of the simple Indian weaves. The Lazy Squaw 
·stitch or the Navajo weaves are among the best for begin
ners. 

4. BLOCK PRINTING: Either wood or battleship linoleum 
may be used for this. Make an original design using a 
nature motirr. Comb.ine with simple ·lettering to make a 
Christmas card, a book plate or a ,poster, or make a small 
design and repeat on paper for book covei1S or end paoers. 

S. TIE-DYEING: Make a tie-dyed sca-r:£ or pillow-top using 
two kinds of tying. 

6. MAKING A SILK SCARF: Make a suitable design for 
a silk scad and paint .in three colors, using Gypsy Dyes 
or any good dye which you may have used before. 

7. LEATHER: a. Ee able to descr.ibe and select two differ
ent kinds of leather. 

b. Design, cut out and make a small coin purse, card case or 
under-arm bag, to -be ,put together with lacing and snap 
fastener button. · 

c. M_ake a de~ign suitable for tool.ing and apply to a pen' 
w.~oper, a com purse, an under-arm bag, a book cover, a 
desk set or a blotter. 

d. M?ke a lanyrurd of either leather, Belfast cord or fish line, 
usmg the round or flat braid and finishing with a Turk's 
head and tSiiding knot. 

e. Make a belt ·using small pieces of leather looped too-ether 
or a .four-, S•ix-, or eight-strand belt or a Peter Pan o; 
Robin HoQd hat of ·leather. ' 

8. POTT ER.Y: Design and build a bowl or vase not more 
than five inches w.ide and not as high, or the •everse five 
inches high and not as w.ide. The largest part of the' dish 
should be either above or below the center. Use either the 
coiling method or buildin.~; up piece by piece. 

9. STEN_CILLING: Make an o:igina.l stenc.il design using 
somethmg from nature as a motif, and apply with very thin 
oil paint to a bag, a scarf, a sofa pillow or curtains. 

10. CROSS-STITCH OR HEM-STITCHING: Make an 
original design on .squared paper using a flower, animal, 
boat, tree or house as a moti·f and apply in cross-stitch to a 
towel,, a baby's bib, a handkerchil!f holder, small bag, or 
anythmg made of rather coarse linen. Demonstrate hem
stitchinj?." on linen or cotton. Make a bag using a square 
mes.h dtsh cloth for the foundation and darnina in the pat-
tern with woolen yarns. " 

11. WEAVING: Make a cardboard loom, string up with warp 
or ordinary ·small cord and weave a holder for a hot dish, 
tea or coffee .pot. By running the warp around both sides 
of the cardboard a small hag may be made. If . there is 
access to a hand loom, bags and runners for dressers 
tables, and the like may be made. . ' 

12. METAL WORK: Make an orJginal design for a bracelet, 
a letter opener, or paper knife. Etch with acid or saw 
pierce. Make a design for a pair of book ends, a letter 
hold~, or desk set, suitable for saw J)iercing, and work 
out m copper or brass. . 

13. ELEMENTARY BOOK BINDING: a. Plan and make 
a suital>le booklet ·for a Girl Scout individually, or for a 

troop. It may be a loose-leaf book with rings, or the 
leaves may be sewed in, us.ing three hole sewing. Plan 
some form of lettering for the outside cover and a simple 
decoration if desired. 

b. Make a Kodak booklet using marbled pa,per for lining 
papers. 

c. Make a small portfolio for holding .papers or prints. 
d. Make a cover for a telephone book. · 

14. GAMES: Be able to explain, and lead a group of girls in, 
an observation game, and a drawing game. 

I S. POSTER MAKING: Be able. to make a simple but e.f
lfective health .poster of cut out letters and pictures. 

Directions for making any of ·these articles may be had 
bv writing to Girl Scout Headquarters in N.ew York, 
Department of Art and Handicraft. 
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The Editor Wishes 

W E are green with envy and very wistful. We have been 
looking over The Gllider, the magazine corresponding 

to the LEADER that is .published in Great Br.itain by the Girl 
Guides. Vve don't mind .its being bigger and iatter than the 
LF..ADER and with a regular magazine cover. We shall grow to 
that in time. It'·s the spirit of the thing that makes us jealous. 

For the LEADER doesn't 

The monthly meeting of the National Standard~ Committee, 
which considers all requests .for special badges, wtll be held at 
National Headquarters on May 9th. 

Note This, Please ! 
No badges will be substituted in the Golden Eag1et require

ments for the discontinued Economist and Health Guardian. 
In place of these the candidate may offer two badges of her 
own selection. The Economist and Health Guardian will be 
accepted if earned prior to October 1st, 1929. 

In Selecting Your Plays-
Again we request and urge, please do not send to National 

Headquarters .for plays not published by Girl Scouts, Inc. Send 
to the publisher of the play. That is why Miss Schrottky la
bodously recorded in her recently published Play List the name 
of the ;publisher of every play Listed. 

Additional copies of "A New List of Plays for Girl Scouts 
arid Their 1Friends", which was included with the March issue 
of the LEADER, may be had ·for ten cents a copy by sending to 
National Headquarters for them. 

International Camp 
The International Camp for Captains, to be held in Bierville, 

France, from the first to 
the tenth of July this get letters from leaders, 

but the GlJ-ider gets letters 
from Guiders. And suoh 
letters ! Hot ones dis
agreeing with articles .pub
lished, warm appreciative 
ones, cold ones demanding 
that the problem of the 
older girl be discussed. 
Guiders write letters in re
ply to articles by name 
Katherine Furse on Rang
ers (the Senior Guides). 
There are letters about 
what Guiders think of their 
uniforms, notes on what 
they think of Guiders' 
training, and then answers 
from other Guiders to all 
of these letters. Perhaps 
it is that the editor has 
more .personality than we 
have. At any rate, she 
knows what the Guiders 
are thinking about and what 

Juliette Low Prize Essay Contest 
year, is well ahead in its 
plans. American captains 
attending are a.sked to be 
prepared to give a demon
stration and lead a discus
sion on "The Use of the 
Ceremony". They are also 
requested to bring games, 
songs, national costumes, 
new ideas, samples of 
handicraft done by Girl 
Scouts and Brownies, lists 
of books used, and experi
ences, •ready for telling, re
lated to their work with 
their girls. For further in
structions and suggestions 
send to our International 
Committee at Nat·ional 
Headquarters. 

$SO.OO to be awarded for the best essay1 on 

"Wby I Should Like To Have Knowu Juliette Low." 
jud1e• of che ~oDtett: 

l!RS. AR'l'HUR OSGOOD CHOATE 
llRS. :FREDERICK EDEY 
l!RS. ITLIUS BARNES 
MRS. LOUIS BURLINGJLUf 
l!RS. ELEANOR WAYNE liacPHERSON 

Requirementt of the c:ontest: 
1. Cootest. to be open to two groupt. 

First group to be over 11 years of age. 
Secoad aroup to be under 11 years of age. 

2. Etsayt to be DOt uader 10 0 words and not over 1000 words in lenath. 
l . Contest to be open until September In:, 19:Z9. 
..... Best material on Mrs. Low•s life to be found in bioaraphy rece.atly 

publi1hed, called, uJuliette Low and the Girl Scouts,, See also The 
A•,-rlt'a• Girl magazine and International Reports. 

5. Prizes to be awarded as follows: 
First .croup . . • . • . 1st prize . . $20.00 

2nd prize .• $10.00 
Sec:ond group .. • . ht prize .• $10.00 

Two 2nd prizes • • $ S.OO each 
6. All entries to be addressed thu.: Register Now! 

Juliette Low Prize Essay Coaten 
Girl Scouts, Inc., 

'70 Lexiogton Avenue, 
New York City. 

they want and expect of 
her and of their magazine. 

And here we go on, sea
son after season, and for 
all we know we are having 

First prize uory in 6ru sroup to be published in THE GIRL SCOUT 
LEADER.. First prize story in second group to be published in Th~ 
A•erica• Girl. 

The Camp Counselors 
Course at Camp Edith 
Macy, June 14th to 28th, 
is filling up so fast that 
registrations f o r t h i s 

too much on camping. and dramatics, and too little on nature 
and games. We may need to give you more mater.ial for Senior 
Gi·rl Scouts. But nobody ·bobs up with a firm letter telling us 
that we are all one-sided and terribly neglected. Nobody writes 
to us and disputes with us or gives us her ideas. Is it excess 
of satisfaction, politeness or just plain apathy? 

Of course if •we got letters we should publish 'em-well, not 
all of the long ones, but we certainly should put in the main 
points. And we should like to know what that leader in 
Billings, Montana, and Paducah, Kentucky, and Kansas City, 
MissourJ-and lots of other leaders have to say about what 
they read in the LEADER or why they don't •read it at all ! And 
then we'd like to know what leaders in Arkansas and New 
England and Chicago think of what they say. 

And we'll keep on envying the editor of The Guider until the 
office hoy comes up the stairs to our office staggering under a 
pile of letters from all of you. 

Come to Field Institute 
The monthly Field Institute will discuss at its May meeting, 

on May 8th, at National Headquarters. "Court of Awards and 
Standa:rds". The meeting will be in charge of the chairman of 
the National Standards Committee, Mrs. Julius Barnes, and 
other members-of the Committee. All commissioners and coun
cil memb.ers and local directors are urged to attend the meeting. 

course will be closed on 
May 25th. 

New Camps 
All new Girl Scouts camps, and camps which permitted their 

registration to lapse by failure to send in their annual camp 
report, are required to register with our National Camp De
partment before they can be officially recognized as Girl Scout 
camps with the pnvilege of operating under the Girl Scout 
name. Official registration blanks were sent out with the April 
LEADER and more copies are available at National Headquarters. 
A copy of the Minimum Standards for Girl Scout Camps will 
be sent upon receipt of registration, which .is really your 
"declaration of intentions". Our National Camp Department is 
especially eager to be of help to our new campers. 

More First Aid to the Anxious Captain 
''Patrols and their Court of Honor", a new booklet just 

issued by our National Publications Bureau, is our first pub
lished pronouncement upon this subject which we are con
tinually emphasizing. Here it is, then, in black and white and 
from A to Z, an authoritative guide for the new captain, a re
minder, recapitulation and reassurance to the experienced cap
tain. It is clear, simple and complete and, if you have not yet 
become so, will make you confident and enthusiastic about this 
unique and indispensable Scout method of conducting your 
troop. It costs twenty cents. 
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A Busy Troop Meeting 
F IVE to ten minutes of folk dancing to phonograph 

records. 1 hour: Troop divides into two parts. 
Lieutenant takes one-half to study first aid, captain 

takes Tenderfeet for knots and other tenderfoot work. 
In the group studying first aid the girls are divided 

into patients and nurses. After a certain length of time 
the nurses become the patients and the patients the nurses. 
We had already listed emergency situations such as
You are walking down the street and hear someone groan
ing, you run down a side street in the direction of the 
sound and find a man lying on the ground. He has evi
dently been working on a ladder and fallen down, as the 
ladder is still on top of him. His face is very white and 
his arm is crumpled up under him. What do you do? 
The girl who is given the paper reads it aloud so that the 
patient may know what she is expected to do. As soon 
as she has finished she gets the lieutenant to come and see 
what she has done and hands in her slip with her name on 
it and any notes she has made, such as-Sent for doctor 
after removing the ladder and making patient as com
fortable as possible. Every nurse has a different situation 
so she cannot copy what the last one did. Make the sit
uations as graphic as possible. Lieutenant keeps a sharp 
lookout all the time, giving extra points to any one who 
shows initiative or is especially gentle in the handling 
of the patient. Patients should be very fussy and groan 
loudly if roughly handled. We always have the girls and 
nurses belong to different patrols if possible, as the pa
tients are apt to be more critical of their nurses if they 
belong to a different patrol. After the lieutenant ex
amines the patient she hands a slip of paper to the patient 
with another situation on it and the nurse becomes the 
patient. Allow enough time to go over each situation 
afterwards with the whole group. They learn much more 
if you get them all together and go over the mistakes, 
asking any one to tell you if they agree with what was 
done by the first nurse. It means, of course, making 
notes of each case as you look at it. Once a class of 
captains met for first aid examination and the doctor 
gave an instance of an accident where the patient was 
found with a ladder on top of him. The doctor asked 
over and over if there was anything to be done before 

When Buying for Your Camp-
You may like to know that pr.ivate camp directors who have 

shopped around a great deal report that our National EquLp
ment Department is exceedingly reasonable in the prices asked 
for the excellent quality of the merchandis~ carried and that 
the delivery service is good. This endorsement is highly 
gratifying and should insure confidence to all our camp com
mittees and directors. 

For Brown Owls 
Miss Julia Williamson, Field Owl, will conduct a two days' 

intensive course of training_ for Brown Owls in the first w~k 
of June in Philadelphia. Details may he obtained by writing 
to Miss E. Gwen Martin, Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa. 

For Future Amelia Earharts 
The third annual national miniature aircraft tournament is 

urged upon our attention and approved by our National Execu
tive Committee as worth recommending to our Girl Scouts all 
over the country. Orville Wright and Colonel Charles A. 
Lindbergh again head the tournament committee as chairman 
and associate chairman. Miss Amelia Earhart is a new mem
ber of the committee, takin&' particular interest in the ~iris' 
work. There is no reason why &'iris may not construct com-

they sent for the doctor but they had all had it so im
pressed on them that they must always send for the doctor 
first that it was some time before he could get anyone to 
suggest that it would be a good idea to remove the ladder 
first. This is one of the little things we forget but it is 
the thing for the first aider to do and the kind of thing 
for her to practice so often that it becomes second nature. 
Try to make things realistic, and practice over and over 
the same kind of thing with a different setting, so that 
when the need arises the girl does not get all upset but 
knows just what to do and does it quietly and quickly. 
At least an hour would have to be allowed for such a 
lesson in first aid. To put on a bandage for a sprained 
ankle takes a great deal of time and much careful prac
tice. Try to get the girls to practice outside the troop 
meeting. In dealing with wounds try to have the proper 
materials there and be very particular that the girl under
stands the necessity of cleanliness. If it is possible have 
her really scrub her hands, using a nail brush, before doing 
a dressing, instead of simply saying that she would scrub 
her hands. I find things they actually do they remember 
much better than things they say they would do if they 
were confronted by a real situation. 

In the meantime, the group working with the captain 
were having a very good time playing all kinds of games 
to test the · tenderfoot knots. We played "Knotting 
yarns." As you know, this game is generally played by 
one player running up and tying the knot as it is men
tioned in the Story, but we played it with everyone run
ning- up and tying the knot and those that were finished 
first then tied it behind their backs or with their eye~ 
closed, doing it over and over until the last one had tied 
it correctly. "Sinking Ships" was also a great success. 
We were all very busy talking about our pets when we 
heard the different patrol calls and the girls all ran off to 
their leaders for a rather short meeting in the patrol 
corner. We had used up so much of the meeting with 
this very necessary work that the fifteen minutes left for 
patrol corners had to be almost entirely given over to 
business. 

Closing of meeting with a few songs and a very short 
story. 

petent miniature aircraft, just as they may look forward to be
coming pilots of aircraft later on. National finals will be held 
at Louisville, Kentucky, October 18th and 19th. Preliminary 
competitions to determine who are eligible for the finals will be 
held before September lOth under the direction of local com
mittees. For full information concerning this tournament write 
to the Playground and Recreation Association of Ameriea, 315 
Fourth Avenue, New York City. 

American Red Cross Institutes 
It is important for all camp swimming directors and coun

selors to know about and if possible to attend one· of the fol 
lowing Red Cross Institutes: 
Camp Sherman, Brimfield, Massachusetts ........... June 19-29 
Camp Mohawk, Kanohwahke Lakes, Tuxedo, N.Y ... June 19-29 
Camp Pawatinika, Annapolis, Maryland ..... . ...... June 19-29 
Southern Assembly, ·Lake Junaluska, North Carolina.June 19-29 
Lake Lawn, Lake Delavan, Wisconsin ... . ......... June 13-22 
Hicks Lake, Lacey, Washington (4 miles from 

Olympia) ............................... . .... July 8-18 
Capitola, California .............................. June 20-30 
San Diego, California (Coronado Tent City) ....... July 8-18 
Camp Oak Point, Square Lake, St. Paul, Minnesota .. June 13-22 
Rockaway Beach, Lake Taneycomo, Taneycomo, 

Missouri . . .......... . . . .................. . . . June 13-22 
Camp Wabun Annun&', Kerrville, Texas ..... ... . . . June 13-22 
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Fun in· Spite of Herself 

T HAT helping her Girl Scouts to be First Class 
Scouts :is the duty of every Girl Scout leader was 
the firm conviction of Ruth Warren and it was a 

distracting one. She wanted very much to forget her 
troop and have a good time for the summer. After all, 
they had had a good time all winter. But if they were to 
get on she would have to know a lot more than she did 
about mapping, judging heights, weights and distances, 
and nature projects. It all seemed too much for a busy 
captain. It was hard to keep troop meetings varied and 
interesting. She needed new ideas constantly. 

Her sense of duty won and she found herself on the 
way to Camp Edith Macy prepared to take full and ex
plicit notes on the technique of mapping, camping and how 
to "do nature." There she was appointed to live at Fron
tier with a group of people from all over the United 
States who were interesting and were doing interesting 
things. 

After two weeks she suddenly came to with a start. 
She had not felt· her sense of duty pr9dding her for some 
time. She had slipped up and had a marvelously good 
time. What, she asked herself in consternation, had she 
found out about all of the important things she had come 
to . learn? She sat down on her tent step. Rather 
guiltily she checked up on her activities wondering if she 
had enjoyed herself so much that she had shirked her job 
and forgotten her purpose. 

Well, nature trails certainly did make her more alert. 
It was fun making up questions for other people to an
swer-ontl acquired such a sense of responsibility about 
discovering the answers oneself! She had explored new 
territory and made a sketch may so that the campers at 
Fern Dust might find their way to a delightful camping 
spot for supper one evening. She had spent nights out
of-doors and really become acquainted with the stars as 
she watched how they swung across the sky. 

Camp housekeeping, she found, had made her some
thing of a judge of heights and weights and distances. 
One certainly found out how heavy a pack basket was 
when one carried it a mile, and how much heavier it was 
for the second mile. Then there were patrol hikes
they had gone off with nothing to guide them but a com
pass and a neighborhood map with the destination marked 
X, and they had actually arrived there, full of pride, 
and had cooked a huge meal without utensils. That had 
been thrilling-Columbus himself could have done no 
better. 

But how about the relation of all these adventures to 
what she had come to learn? She began to count them 
off on her fingers. 

She had made her map, proved her ability to judge 
weights and distances, she had started and was truly 
interested in three nature projects and had become inter
ested in others. She ;vas crammed full of new ideas, 
games, songs and stories. 

Here she dropped her hands and realized that she had 
also made several very real friends. From one she had 
received an invitation to visit California. All together 
she had had the happiest time living with other people 
that she ever remembered. 

"Girl Scout's duty-" 
Is this what it meant? 

Captain'~ Con version 
~o ~oNOW let's see, troop register, handbook, oh yes, 

and American Girl," Molly said, absently. 
She was getting ready to depart for troop meet

ing and she always went into something of a trance just 
beforehand, a private dress rehearsal of a kind. 

"Why American Girl?" I asked, partly because I want
ed to know, partly because she seemed so absorbed that 
I wanted to tease her. 

"What did you say?" she came back vaguely, rummag
ing for pencils in the desk drawer. I repeated. 

One of the things about Molly is that she picks up sub
jects at the oddest places like picking up a puppy by the 
left hind leg, so I had an idea that she was still on the 
subject when she replied: 

"Didn't you tell me you had a hard time keeping your 
girls from wearing those pesky flesh colored silk stockings 
with their uniforms?" 

"But what's that got to do with-" 
"Well, when Troop 10 has an outbreak like that, we 

somehow work around to Hazel Rawson Cades' articles 
on clothes-she is so direct and sort of right. I don't 
even need to comment-and some articles in the maga
zine on how to stand on your head have certainly done 
more to make my kids stand up straight-" It was plain. 
that Molly drdn't even yet have her mind on what she 
was telling me. 

"Sounds odd to me," I interrupted. "You read an 
article about standing on your head, and stand up straight 
as a result-" 

Here Molly gave me her full attention. She placed 
her copy of "The American Girl" gently in my lap and 
said reprovingly, "I'm busy and on my way, but I can 
see that you need this even more than my troop-four out 
of five subscribe, anyway, so take this evening and get 
acquainted. If you don't get ideas out of it to plant in 
your troop's heads, and if you don't find it suggests ways 
of solving some of the well known Troop Problems, I'll 
be surprised. And", she called back from the door, "there 
is a grand story just beginning in it, 'Carmella Com
mands' that will keep you more than amused." 

The door banged and Molly ran down the steps, so I 
opened the magazine. Molly is right about it--. 

Help Us Out, Song Lovers! 
The editors of the forthcoming National Girl Scout ·sang 

Book of America would like to print the fol1owing songs · but 
to date have been unable to discover if they have ever been 
copyrighted. If any of our readers know where they ha.ve 
been printed, we would appreciate it very much if they would 
advise the editor of the National Song Book, at National Head
quarters, 670 Lexingtqn Avenue, New York City. 

To Ope Their Tn111ks-Round. 
Lullaby-Round. 
Noontide is Here, the Board is Spread-Grace. 
Hello, Hello-Greeting Song. 
Whether the Weather be Fair. · 
Rose, Rose, Rose-Round. 
C(;Jme Rise with the Lark at Earlv Morn. 
Good night, Time sends a warni~g call . 
One Hundred Years from Now 
Shadow~> Oreep 
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Are You Registration Conscious? 
(See charts 011 next page in connection with this article.) 

L EADERS, have you been thinking about this prob
lem since the last article on the subject appeared 
in the LEADER many months ago? There is need 

for both thought and action, so we want to tell you the 
latest facts and findings about re-registrations. 

The accompanying charts show what proportion of you 
have been successful in re-registering your troops when 
due, what proportion came in one to three months late, 
more than three months late and, finally, what proportion 
did not re-register or were disbanded. Chart I compares 
the record of troops under local councils, community com
mittees and lone troops for 1927 and 1928; while Chart 
II shows the monthly record for all troops. 

From Chart I we see that in 1928 troops under local 
counci'ls made a slight gain in per cent of registrations 
received on time, but consider how far from ideal their 
record is. Less than one-half of all troops due to re
register were 'received in the month due. For lone troops 
the record is even worse; less than one-third of all due 
came in on time. Troops under community committees 
hold first place, with re-registration of 50.4% of all 
troops received on time. But compared with the figures 
for 1927, it is discouraging to note the lack of progress 
during the past year. 

See How Lateness Affects Us 

Do you realize exactly what late re-registrations do to 
our ctive membership figures-? For the benefi of-an) 
new leaders who may not be familiar with the method of 
counting our membership, let us repeat that all member
ships in a troop expire on the original troop registration 
date. This ·remains the same from year to year, regardless 
of the date on which the troop re-registers. That is, if a 
registration expires in December and is not renewed until 
the following February, the dues are still good only from 
February until December. The members of the troop 
have not been included in the membership count of De
cember and January. Thus every late registration lowers 
our active membership figure for each month that the 
dues remain unpaid. If your troop is active, do get your 
dues in on time and so do your part to keep the active 
membership where it belongs; help our figures to tell the 
true story. 

Chart II compares the record of troops due to re
register in each month of 1928. Seasonal influence is 
evident here. First, note the lowest division of each bar: 
These show the per cent of all registrations due during 
the month which were renewed on time. The spring 
months maintain a more or less constant level at approxi
mately 40lfo, rising in May, the eve of the camping sea
son, to 47.1 lfo. June and July show a downward tendency 
reaching a low ebb in August and September. During 
October, November and December there is an increas
ing per cent of re-registrations received on time. For 
those of you whose troop registrations expire in the sum
mer months and who definitely find it impossible to re
register the troop at that time, it is suggested that you 
notify the Registration Bureau of the reason and request 
a new month .. of expiration,• · The simplest method of 

effecting this change is to pay partial fees of 25c which 
will carry your troop for 6 months, at the end of which 
time you may re-register for the year. This will be al
lowed only in cases where it is found impossible for the 
troop to re-register in the month of its original regis
tration. 

For the latter part of the year the monthly re-registra
tion record is not complete. Many troops expiring in 
October, November, and December may be expected to re
register in the early part of 1929. The top section of 
these bars are dotted rather than black, to indicate that 
these troops, though not re-registered, are being carried 
as inactive by the Registration Bureau. When the dues 
of a troop lapse more than three months, it is automatical
ly dropped. 

Make a Party out of Re-registration 

A brief study of these two charts should convince any
one that greater effort is needed from most of our lead
ers. What does Registration Day mean in your troop? 
Is it a day chalked up large in the memory of each and 
every girl-a day meriting special attention in the form 
of a ceremony or party? This occasion affords a splendid 
opportunity for captains to tell their girls something about 
the National scope of the Girl Scout organization. All 
captains should be familiar with the Registration Cere
mony written by Mrs. Edey, to be found in the pamphlet 
"€eremonies Around the 6-iFl Scout Year'. This may 
be ordered from the National Equipment Department at 
25 cents a copy. 

The celebration of Registration Day in many troops 
very appropriately takes the form of a troop birthday 
party. This should be emphasized as a most auspicious 
and gala occasion, and one which no girl will want to 
miss. Instead of presents, the 50 cents dues becomes the 
gift from each loyal member to her troop. 

The plan of collecting membership dues in part pay
ments throughout the year has proved effective in many 
troops where the girls find it hard to pay fifty cents at 
one time. An added two cents paid regularly with the 
weekly troop dues throughout the year will more than 
meet the membership fee. But leaders, do plan to make 
your registration Day memorable, whether you use Mrs. 
Edey's ceremony, the birthday party or some unique idea 
of your own. Thus impress upon your girls pleasantly 
the importance of prompt payment of dues. 

First-Because a Girl -Scout's honor is to be trusted 
and no girl can honestly call herself a Girl Scout until 
her membership dues are paid. 

Second-Because a Girl Scout is thrifty and should be 
prompt in the payment of all debts. 

Third-Because •a Girl Scout's duty is to be useful and 
to help others; and her 50 cents does just that in promot
ing Girl Scout work, that thousands of other girls may 
enjoy its benefits. 

And last-Because a Girl Scout is loyal to her organi
zation. 

Let us review this with our girls. 
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Postscript 

At Camp Edith Macy, Mis'5 Kathleen H. Rosamond, an 
English Blue Cord Guider, will assist Miss Edith Conant in 
the Experienced Leaders Troop Management Course from 
August 5th to 19th. 

We had pictured great forests springing up throughout the 
country under Girl Scout direction, so in last month's LEADF.F 

we asked for figures: How many trees have your troops 
planted in the last year? Apparently in only one place have 
Girl Scouts planted trees. That is all we have heard from to 
date. What a disappointment! We are very proud of that 
one group of Girl Scouts but we'd like some more to join them. 
Won't yQu cheer us up with a little communication to the 
effect that you have at least planted a twig or two? 

You may be glad of the information that our three "movies"' 
have just been reconditioned and are ready anew for distribu
tion. They are three \Vorld Camp films, the one taken at Camp 
Edith Macy in 1926, 'the one taken in Geneva in 1927, and the 
other taken in Hungary last year. 

A conference for camp counselors will be held at the Uni
versity of Iowa,, Iowa City, Iowa, from June 8th to 21st. It 
has a highly .promising staff and program and is recommended 
by our Camp Department to any who are able to avail them
selves of it. Write to the University for full information. 

GIRL SCOUT ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
As of March 31, 1929 

Number of Active: 1929 1928 
Local Councils . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 326 298 
Community Committees . . . . . . . . . . . 238 203 
Troop Committees ................ · 710 545 
Individual Memberships Active: 
I. Local Council Members . . . . . . . . 6,059 5,486 
2. Community Committee Members 1,886 1,535 
3. Troop Committee Members..... 2,870 2,243 
A. Total 1-2-3 .................. 10,815 9,264 
4. Cap,tains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,166 6,743 
5. Lieutenants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,667 5,118 
B. Total 4-5 .................... 11,833 11,881 
6. Girl Scouts .................. .155,875 143,283 
7. Associate Girl Scouts . . . . . . . . . . 2,424 2,460 
8. Brownies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,414 4,998 
C. Total 6-7-8 ................. .163,713 150,741 
GRAND TOTAL A-B-C ........ .186,361 171,886 

704 Associat.e Leaders-No troops registered as yet 

(These Charts to be examined in connection with article ott page 7) 

TROOP RE-REGISTRATION RECORD 
in 1927 and 1928 
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