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Four Birthdays 

F OUR birthdays of special interest to Girl Scouts 
occur this month. Two of them you have already 
guessed for they are the birthdays of national 

heroes. The other two are of personal interest to every 
Girl and Boy Scout for they are t<he birthdays of Lord 
and Lady Baden-Powell. 

It is !]_Ot only the achievements of gr~::t_t men and women 
~llich interest us but also their early lives in which they 
found the experiences that shaped them. 

About one hundred and 

When a turkey fell fluttering to the ground, he was 
seized with feelings of both joy and distress-distress, be
cause he had killed a live thing; joy, because his aim was 
true. 

This frontier life was rigorous. Felling logs, splitting 
slabs of wood, roaming the forest tiU <he knew each tree 
and bush by its leaf and bark, brought the boy ~:isd_e_!'\:t:'·.-,--' 
Exposure to all weathers hardened his body. The dangers 
of the wilderness courageously met developed his charac-

ter. "Here he acquired hab-
thirteen years ago, a forlorn 
l i t t l e procession wound 
through the Indian wilder
ness, two horses laden with 
poor household stuff, a man 
and his \Yife, a little girl and 
an eight year old boy. By 
day they courageously plod
ded along, sometimes stop
ping to clear away the 
tangled thickets, sometimes 
fording icy s t r e a m s. At 
night they slept on pine 
boughs. So they pushed 
their -vnv into the heart of 
the wild~rness. There they 
settled. 

r~~~~~~~~~ its of reflection . . . . He 
never, to the last day of his 
life, forgot the traditions and ~ "Long as thine Art shall love true love, ~ 

I
n ~::: :: t;;n~sa!:::; ~;~:~~~:~~w, ~~ 

the scenery of the wilder
ness in which his childhood 
was spent, never lost the les-

Long as thy God is God above, 
Thy brother every man below, 

son of God's greatness and 
man's insignificance that the 
boundless forest, with its oc
casional glimpses of blue 
above and far-reaching vistas 
ahead, taught him." 

M So long, dear Land of all my love, rv 
~ Thy name shall shine, thy fame shall glow!" ~ 

M Sidney Lanier, rv 
~ The Cente11nial Meditation of Colu1nbia, 1776-1876 ~ So was Abraham Lincoln 

prepared to meet a crisis in 
which he steered his nation 
through the shoals of mis
understanding to a bigger 

L~~~~~~~J 
On a grassy knoll they built a cabin. The boy helped 

eagerly to set up the shelter of posts and thin slabs cut 
from trees. The walls were chinked with chips and 
clay. Long-legged and tall for his eight years, the boy 
worked industriously. In his shirt of homemade linsey
woolser, deerskin breeches, and moccasins, he looked a 
true scout of the frontier. Later, with coon-skin cap on 
his lank hair and rifle in his hand, he hunted wild birds 
to feed the family and became an expert woodsman. 

His first shot at a flock of wild turkeys he never .for
got . It was aimed through a chink of his father's cabin. 

conception of individual liberty and rights. 
Some two hundred years ago, another pion~er, a boy 

of sixteen, was swimming his horse through the ris
ing flood of the Potomac. Heavy rains had fallen in 
the mountains, and the melting snow was rushing do\Yn 
in torrents to swell t<he river. But the boy was fearless 
of danger as his gray eyes scanned the landscape. He 
and his companion were on a camping and surveying 
trip in the wild valley. They accepted wet and cold, 
hunger and storm as a matter of ·course. 

Leaving their horses to pasture, the boy and his com-
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·panion paddled on up the river to the hut of Colonel 
Cresap, a valiant fur-trader who kept open house for 
the Indians. The Red Men called him "Big Spoon," 
because he kept a kettle •hanging over an outdoor fireplace 
in which they had a standing invitation to cook their 
meals. 

At Big Spoon's ·cabin, the boy and his companion met 
a war party of Indians who danced a scalp dance to the 
beating of drum and the rattle of gourd. 

"Their Manner of Dauncing is as follows," wrote the 
boy in his diary. "They clear a Large Circle and make 
a Great Fire .... Ye Speaker makes a grand Speech 

After he has finish'd ye best Dauncer Jumps up 
as one awaked out of a Sleep and Runs and Jumps about 
ye Ring in a most comicle Manner . . . . Ye Musick 
is a Pot half full of Water with a Deerskin Stretched 
over it tight as it can and a gourd with some Schott in 
it to Rattle and a Piece of an horses Tail tied to it to 
make it look fine." 

Throughout this diary kept by George Washington as 
a young surveyor, it is evident that the time which he 
spent in the woods was, in spite of its hardships, a source 
of real pleasure to him and that he ma""de use of every op
portunity it afforded •him to broaden his knowledge both 
of woodcraft and of human nature. 

By a strange coincidence, George Washington's birth
day is also the birthday of both Lord and Lady Baden
Powell. 

The boyhood ·of Lord Baden-Powell, like the boyhood 
of Washington and Lincoln, was spent in close contact 
with nature. When a lad of thirteen he virtually lived 

~ in the wooded fields near his school. He tramped over 
~ • .;-_~e English countryside, investigating everything he saw, 

studying the habits of birds and animals, observing the 
landmarks of wood and field and learning to know their 
meaning. 

Grown to manhood, he went as a soldier to India 
and South Africa. Knowledge of out-of-door living 
made him a courageous and resourceful captain, loved 
and respected by his regiment. "M'hlala, the Man who 
plans before taking aim," the natives called him. He 
was thoroughly prepared for the emergencies o.f army 
life. When enemy-natives raided his camp he was ready 
to meet rhem; when lions crept into the tents, he, with 
his trained men, stalked them into the bush; when 
their horses ran away into the mountains, his shrewd 
knowledge of tracking enabled them to be found. 

His years of army service over, he returned to his 
home land. But he still serves. With his great heart 
and his wisdom and ably assisted by Lady Baden-Powell, 
he is serving the boys and girls of the world through the 
Scout Movement. 

In celebrating these four birthdays let us remember 
that to envisage an ideal and blaze the way for others 
is scouting in the true sense. 

The Spirit of the Flag 
You belong to one of the big countries of the world 

which has many races all living together in peace. On 
the north is our big neighbor, Canada, and there hasn't 
been a fort or a gun on all the 3.000 miles of boundary 
line for over a hundred years, which shows what good 
friends we are. Last summer, American Girl Scouts 
went to Canadian Girl Guide camps, and Girl Guides 

came to American camps through the money raised in 
honor of Juliette Low. On the south is our big neighbor, 
Mexico. Here they speak Spanish and make many beau
tiful things by hand. 

Have you ever found out how many different flags 
have waved over the part of the country in which you 
live? English, French, Spanish, Dutch, Swedish, Mexi
can and Russian flags have flown in the past over set
tlements of these peoples on territory that is now in
cluded in the United States, and each country has con
tributed something to what we are to-day. In what was 
called the Louisiana Territory, the land passed from 
Spain to France and from France to the United States 
all in one day. And do not forget the friendly Indians 
like those who helped the Pilgrims of the Mayflower to 
live during their first bleak winter, and Sacajawea, the 
Indian girl who guided the Lewis and Clark expedition 
in the great northwest. 

We owe a great deal to the pioneers who helped to 
build up our country by hard work, sometimes at the 
sacrifice of their lives. Some of our great railways 
follow the trails made painfully on f.oot or in covered 
wagons, such as the Cumberland and the Oregon Trails. 

As Girl Scouts, you want to carry on their work and 
to keep the good and the good name of your country 
always before your eyes. It took sometimes four or five 
months for the first explorers and settlers to sail across 
the Atlantic in their little ships. Have you ever seen 
models of the three quaint high "ceravels" of Columbus, 
not much bigger than the modern tug or fishing schooner, 
or of the Mayflower? In 1930 Massachusetts cele
brated the three hundredth anniversary of the founding 
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and the Boy Scouts 
of Springfield made a complete model of the Mayflower. 
Even smaller were the Half :Moon of Henry Hudson and 
the first ships that went to Virginia. Think of the 
pluck of men and women, girls and boys who took such 
voyages as these with a small supply of water and food
most of the food salted. To picture to yourselves the 
brave and cheerful way in which they faced danger and 
hardship will spur you on ·to work equally well to keep 
up and improve the country they have handed down. 

The American flag, with its stripes for the thirteen 
original colonies and its stars for the forty-eight states, 
is the symbol of our country and all it stands for-its 
past, its present, and its future which you are helping to 
make. It means far more as a sign of our peaceful inter
course with other nati·ons than it does in war, though 
it has flown over many heroic military achievements. It 
helped to rescue ships of other nations in the great storm 
in Samoa; it saved European people during the Gr·eat 
Chinese Rebellion. It is respected everywhere, and we 
must help to keep it respected and loved. 

But as Girl Scouts, you belong to a world-wide Move
ment, and we have sister Girl Scouts and Girl Guides 
in some twenty-eight other countries. Let us trv to know 
them better by an exchange of letters and visits. Some
times Girl Guides or Girl Scouts from these countries 
visit us. Then we raise their fla s as a mark of courtesy. 

Country first, self second, is a ood motto and one that 
helps you to keep the first part of ~ur Promise and to be
come a good citizen. Do something yourself, no matter 
how little, to keep the stars and stripes flying. By taking 
up Girl Scouting you will be fitting yourself to help your 
country and to help her to serve other countries. 
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The Play's the Thing 
Oleda Schrottky 

(The Girl Scouts is one of several national organzza
tions which has announced its willingness to cooperate 
in the observance of National Drama Week, February 
8-14. lf your community is arranging a special pro
gram you may, therefore, be asked to take part. Drama 
Week is sponsored by the Dramatic League of America, 
a non-commercial organization whose aim is "to make 
the audience worthy of its drama and the drama worthy 
of its audience." Particular attention is paid by the 
League to community theatres, dramatic clubs of schools 
and colleges, church dramatic organizations and little 
theatre groups of all kinds.-Ed.) 

W E are all born actors. Play-acting is natural for 
us. It is only when we become self-conscious, 
and arms and legs begin to feel too many, that 

we retire from this means of self-expression. 
I sincerely feel that certain rules should be written 

across the manu~cript of every play director. First, that · 
drama is an art and all art should do two things-it 
should give pleasure first and then instruct. In other 
words, first make the play fun, then learn something 
from rhe play. 

Ways of living are interesting adventures, and the 
study of people is a fascinating subject. Observation of 
others is the beginning of wisdom, and we may learn a 
great deal by watching those about us. To study people 
on street cars, in railway stations and the village post 
office is a fine game, providing it is sympathetically done. 
Never make fun of a character. If the person portrayed 
is supposed to be funny, the highest effect will be achieved 
only by a sincere and earnest appreciation of the 
peculiarities of that individual. When the young actor 
becomes completely absorbed in the thing •he is doing, 
naturalness and freedom will result and awkwardness 
will be dispelled. Clumsiness may be the chief charac
teristic of the hero, but the actor must be graceful so that 
he may be clumsy. In the professional world, we say 
that one must lose technique to have it. It is obvious 
then, that an intelligent study of others develops imag
inative, creative and sympathetic human beings. Surely, 
these are important materials in the building of charac
ter. 

The next rule I should write across the manuscript is 
this: give everyone a chance. Exchange of personality 
and environment is necessary to most of us. A little 
Girl Scout once said that she got so tired af being her
self, she wanted to see how someone else felt for a 
change. 

It is great fun for a straggly girl to put on a satin 
train and a •high hat with veils and walk on with the 
Queen. Perhaps it is only for ten minutes, but it cer
tainly is a "grand" feeling. To be sure, it takes many 
walking lessons to move with even some degree of grace, 
but it is great fun to imagine the color of your gown, 
and to picture the dignity of the room you are to enter. 
I do not mean to say that a gra.ceful walk can be taught 
in one or two lessons, but at least the director may con
vey to the young actor a sense of poise and dignity. 

"The play's the thing," is another rule which I would 
inscribe upon the page. It is infinitely better to give a 
good play badly than a bad play well. The question 

then comes: what is a good play? Well, here is a 
recipe. Has the play an interesting plot? Has it liter
ary value? Has it dramatic value? By literary value 
I do not mean that one must always produce Shakes
peare or Scott or Dickens, but I do insist that the words 
be worth memorizing. By dramatic value I mean the 
play has movement. One very small girl said she didn't 
like a certain play because it had no "punch." That 
seems to describe the play very well. Then I should 
insist on the play's not being too moral. Beauty and 
womanhood wrapt in snowy robes of cheese clorh and 
tinsel are fatiguing. Rather radiate beauty through 
colorful character and scenery and good taste. 

We must remember that girls live in a visualizing age, 
not one of symbols. The teens are a time of vividness 
of expression, color and action. Life is bright and swift 
and adventuresome. The girls of to-day cry, too, like 
the Lady of Shalott, "I am half sick of shadows." 

Luckily, our magic web to-day is woven out of the 
bright, firm material that comes from contact "·ith life. 
Girl Scouts learn how to live in rhe open and so it is 
not difficult for them to portray with conviction aspects 
of pioneer life, for example. When producing such a 
tableau as Jules Breton's beautiful Song of the Lark, a 
half hour with the birds will not only help them reproduce 
the picture with intelligence, but will inspire a real feel
ing of kinship with the peasant girl. I have always 
wanted to know what she was thinking about on her 
way to the fields in the early morning. 

There is a great deal of work for all the troop in the 
production of any play. For instance, in giving such 
a classic as The Lady of the Lake, familiarity with the 
scenery of the country necessitates pictures :md :::-";:.ps;- -
an understanding of costumes, feuds, clans. These are 
all necessary for an intelligent dramatization of the 
poem. The girl who writes may work out that inclina-
tion in preparing the manuscript. The craftsman may 
turn her ability to rhe building of scenery. The girl 
with a leaning toward mechanical devices may light the 
stage. Then, of course, there are the costumes to be 
considered, both designing and execution. The journal-
ist, too, has an excellent opportunity in directing pub
licity. 

The play is for all, which means that it is an excellent 
method of promoting community spirit. 

I like to think of what the King said to Alice: 
"T•here is nothing like eating hay when you feel a 

little faint." 
ni should think that throwing water over yourself 

would be better," said Alice. 
"I didn't say there was nothing better; I said there 

was nothing like it," answered the King. 

Plays and Parties 
For leaders whose troops like to give plays, the Febru

ary issue of The American Girl offers extensive assist
ance. Oleda Schrottky gives some sound advice and 
Sophie Goldsmith presents suggestions for plays and 
pantomimes that are especially adapted to production by 
troops. 

An article by Edward Longstreth describes some 
games and competitions that make for happy parties. In 
short, it's a play and party issue, full of helpful sugges
tions. 
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A Pageant for February 

T HIS pageant was worked out by the Girl Scouts of 
Betsy Ross Troop of Paducah, Kentucky, under the 
direction of Dorothy C. Walter, Local Direc

tor. Later it was rewritten by Miss Walter for the 
Girl Scouts of Acorn Troop Number 6 of Providence, 
Rhode Island. It dramatizes the information about the 
flag required in the Girl Scout Second Class Test.* 

CHARACTERS: 
d Girl Scout Flag of St. Patrick 
Columbia Union lack 
Old Glory Colonial Sea Flag of England 
Flag of St. George Grand Union of the Colonies 
Flag of St. Andrew Betsy Ross Flag 

Fort McHenry Flag 

CosTUMES: The Girl Scout wears her uniform. Co
lumbia has a white dress and a crown with a star on it, 
>vith such indications of the national colors as are suit
able for use in ~costuming. She car-ries a wand in her 
hand. The girls representing the various flags may wear 
white dresses. They hold the flags they represent, made 
eit<her of cloth or of cardboard properly colored. 

ScENE: Almost anywhere. It would be very effective 
in an out-of-door setting, or in the parlor or bed·room ·of 
the Girl Scout heroine. The only furniture necessary 
is a chair. 

A Girl Scout enters, walking along with her nose in 
her copy of "Scouting for Girls." She is mumbling' 
something over to learn it by heart. Sitting down on 

-. -,th~ cl;aiitiii{f looking very cross, she says: 
GIRL ScouT: 
Oh, dear, but chis is hard. I don't think I shall ever 

get so I can say this history of the American Flag, and 
it is all I lack of my second class test, too. But there 

. is so much of it, and as soon as I get it all learned, I go 
and forget it again. Opens her book and begins to read. 

"When our forefathers came from Europe to settle in 
this country ... they brought wirh them the flags of 
their home countries . . . . Gradually the colonies came 
to belong to England, and the Union Jack became the 
flag of all, with the thirteen colonies represented by 
thirteen stripes, and the Union Jack in the (yawning) 
cor- (yawning) ner." Goodness! This stuff makes me 
feel sleepy! Reads again. 

"This flag was known as the Grand Union of (yawn
ing) Cambridge flag ... (yawns and nods off to sleep 
with her book held loosely in her lap.) 

Enter Columbia. She touches the Girl Scout with her 
wand. 

CoLUMBIA: 
"What's the matter, little Girl Scout? Why do you 

fall asleep over your book?" 
GIRL ScouT (rubbing her eyes). Who are you? (Then 

.jumping to her feet and saluting): 
Oh, you're Columbia, aren't you? You look just like 

her pictures. 

* In the preparation of this play, the following books were consulted: 
Zieber, Heraldry in America; Holden, Ottr Cottntry's Flag; Smith, Our 
Nation's Flag; Preble, Flags of all Nations; Enc;telopedia Britannica 
on Flags; National Geog•·aphic Magazine, Vol. XXXII, Number 4, 
October, 1917; Scouting for Girls; Girl Gttiding. 

CoLUMBIA (smiling and nodding): 
Yes, you've guessed· right. I am Columbia. But let 

me ask you again, what is bothering you to make you 
get so sleepy over your Girl Scout book? 

GIRL ScouT: 
Oh, Columbia, it is this old history of the American 

flag. It is so dreadfully hard to learn. I don 't think 
I shall ever pass this part of my test. 

CoLUMBIA: 
Perhaps it wouldn't seem so hard to you if you knew 

the flag spirits as well as I do. Let me summon them 
to help you. Shall I, little Girl Scout? 

GIRL ScouT: 
Oh, Columbia, please do. I do so want to pass my 

test. 
CoLUMBIA (waving her wand imperiously and call

ing loudly): 
Old Glory, Old Glory, come! 
(Enter a tall figure proudly bearing a large A meri

can flag. She advances toward the Girl Scout and Co
lumbia, and stops facing the audience, but turning slight
ly toward the two. As the flag approaches and until it 
stops, the Girl Scout stands at salute.) 

CoLUMBIA (stepping forward and picking up one cor
ner of the flag so that she spreads it to full view): 

This is the flag of your country. Its every stripe and 
star has a meaning. Little Girl Scout tell me, "·hat do 
you know about your flag? 
GIRL ScouT (slowly): 

I know that it has forty-eight stars and thirteen 
stripes. I know that the stars are white in a blue field, 
and that the stripes are red and white, seven red ones and 
six white ones with red stripes on the two edges. I 
know t<hat the stars are in eight rows, with six in a row, 
just like six patrols in a big Girl Scout troop. (Point
ing to the star): And oh, yes! I know that this is the 
star that stands for my state, Kentucky, the fifteenth state 
to enter the Union. (Or Rhode Island, the thh·teenth 
state to enter the Union, or Vermont the fourteenth,. 
etc. according to what state the play is being given in.) 

CoLUMBIA: Why, you do know something about the 
flag after all. 

GIRL ScouT: Oh, yes, here's something else. The 
flag stands for the whole country, and so when I salute 
the flag, I salute the whole country. The red stands for 
valor, the white for hope, purity and truth, and the 
blue for loyalty, sincerity and justice. And we call. the 
flag by many names: Old Glory, The Stars and Stripes, 
the Red, White and Blue, the Flag of the Free, and the 
Star Spangled Banner. And (pausing to think) and I 
guess that's all I know about it. 

CoLUMBIA: And that really is a good deal. So much 
that I'm glad to help you go on with the rest. 

(Columbia waves her wand and calls loudly) 
Come, ancestors of our flag. 
(Enter the flags of St. George, St. Andrew and St. 

Patrick. They take their place to the left of Old Glory 
in 'a little line. As each flag speaks, she steps forward 
and holds up the colors she is talking about, and then 
steps back.) 
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FLAG OF ST. GEORGE: I am the flag of St. George, 
the slayer of the dragon and the Patron Saint of Eng
land. Long ago, when knights ·fought in heavy armor, 
they wore over their shirts of mail a coat, and on that 
coat or "jacque," as it was called they wore the emblem 
of their country. So the soldiers of St. George and of 
England wore my colors, a white jacket and a red cross. 

FLAG OF ST. ANDREW: I am the flag of St. Andrew, 
the Patron Saint of bonnie Scotland. My colors are the 
blue of the sky and a whit.e cross like the white clouds. 
I have been the flag of Scotland since the Crusades. 

FLAG OF ST. PATRICK: And I am the flag of St. Pat
rick, the Patron Saint of Ireland. My flag is white with 
a cornerwise cross of red. W ·e three are the ancestors 
of the British flag, the Union Jack. 

CoLU::viBIA: Come, Union Ja·ck. 
(Enter the Union lack, who takes her place to the 

left of the three saints' flags.) 
UNION JACK: I am the flag of the British empire and 

I am called the Union Jack because I am made by unit
ing the flags of England, Scotland and Ireland. Eng
land and Scotland were united in 1717; then the crosses 
af St. George a:nd St. Andrew were united. In 1801 
the cross of St. Patrick was added to the others. I am 
the British flag of today. 

COLUMBIA (waving her wand): 
Come British sea flag of Colonial days! 
BRITISH SEA FLAG: I am the red ensign of t•he Brit

ish navy. Under my colors the English colonists set
tled in America, and the .Jands of other nations in Ameri
ca came to belong to England. My fidd has in it only 
the crosses of St. George and St. Andrew, for when I 
was in use, Ireland's cross had not yet been added to the 
Union Jack. ThoughT am really a sea flag, the colon
ists in America, because they were all so near the coast, 
used me as a land flag as well. 

CoLUMBIA (waving her wand): 
Come, Grand Union of the Colonies! 
(Enter the Grand Union of the Colonies.) 
GRAND UNION OF THE CoLONIES: When trouble 

arose bet1nen the l\ifother Country of England and her 
American colonies over taxation without representation, 
there iYas at first no thought of separating into a new 
nation. ;\larry flags were used to rally the colonists, the 
Pine Tree Flag of Massachusetts, the Liberty Fag of 
South Carolina, and the many Liberty Tree Flags and 
Rattlesnake Flags. All these expressed the grievance of 
the colonists but none of them meant a new countrv. In 
J anuarr 1776, when George Washington took com"mand 
of the Continental Army at Cambridge, l\ifassachusetts, 
a new flag was displayed, which showed the state of 
affairs exactly. In the corner was the British flag of 
that time, but the red of the rest of the flag was broken 
into stripes of red and white, thirteen in number, to stand 
for the thirteen rebelious colonies. This flag was called 
the Grand Union of the Colonies. 

CoLUMBIA (waving her wand): 
Come, Betsy Ross Flag. 
(Enter the Betsy Ross Flag.) 

BETSY Ross FLAG: When the Declaration of Inde
pendence was made in July 1776, of course the colonies 
could no longer use this British flag. And they needed 
a flag of their own, for they could send out no ships with
out one, unless they wanted them to be treated as pirates. 

Tradition says that George Washington, Colonel Morris 
and Colonel Ross called on Mrs. Betsy Ross of Phila
delphia and asked her to make a flag. However that may 
be, the flag that was adopted is generally called by her 
name. See the thirteen stripes, alternate red and white 
to represent the parts of the new nation, and in the cor
ner thirteen stars of white arranged in a circle on a blue 
field and representing a new constellation among the na
tions. Under this flag battles were won until the nation 
was recognized as separate. 

COLUMBIA (waving her wand): 
Come, Fort McHenry Flag. 
(Enter the Fo.rt McHenry Flag.) 
FoRT McHENRY FLAG: I am the Fort McHenry 

Flag. See my fifteen stripes and stars? When the war 
was over, new states began to join the union, in 1791 
Vermont and in 1792 Kentucky. Soon the flag was 
changed to include these new. stat·es. There were fifteen 
stripes and fifteen stars arranged in three parallel rows 
instead of in a circle. I am the flag t<hat floated over 
Fort McHenry in Baltimore when the British were at
tacking the Fort, and Francis Scott Key, a prisoner on 
a British ship, wrote in my honor the song, "The Star 
Spangled Banner." 

CoLUMBIA: 
But new states kept coming and coming as the country 

grew. Tennessee, Ohio, Louisiana, Indiana and Mis
sissippi had all come in and in 1818 still another state, 
Illinois, wanted to enter. To add so many new stripes 
to the flag was going to make very narrow stripes or else 
a flag of ugly proportions. So in 1818 it was decided 
to go back to having thirteen stripes. This would s•how 
how our nation started out. And in the blue field in 
the corner it was decid·ed to have a star for every s~ 
in the Union, adding a new star as each new state en
tered. So from twenty-one in 1818, our country has 
grown until today there are forty-eight stars in our flag. 
(Pointing to Old Glory.) Now little Girl Scout, do 
you think you have learned your lesson? 

GIRL ScouT (naming the flags as each flag bearer 
holds hers up in turn): Flag of St. George, Flag of St. 
Andrew, Flag of St. Patrick, Union Jack, British Sea 
Flag of Colonial Days, Grand Union of the Colonies, 
Betsy Ross Flag, Fort McHenry Flag and Old Glory 
of Today. Oh, Columbia, I know them all! 

Ow GLORY (stepping forward): 0 Girl Scouts, and 
fathers and mothers and friends of the Girl Scouts, listen 
to what I, your flag whom you call Old Glory, have to 
tell you. You are learning my history, but do you know 
that you are helping to make my history? . 

"I am what you make me; nothing more. I' svying 
before your eyes as a bright gleam of color, a symbol of 
yourself, the pictured suggestion of that big thing which 
makes this nation. My stars and my stripes are your 
dream and your labors. They are bright with cheer, 
brilliant with courage, firm with faith, because you have 
made them so out of your hearts; for you are the makers 
of the flag, and it is well that you glory in the making."* 

The flags march out, Columbia at the head of the line, 
Old Glory at the end. The Girl Scout stands at salute 
as the flags go out. When the last is out of sight, she 
walks quietly out too. 

* (From the "Makers of the Flag" by Franklin K. Lane. printed in 
the National Geographic Magazme, Vol. XXXII, Number 4.) 
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H APPY NEW YEAR to all my friends in Girl 
Scouting! May nineteen thirty-one give us more 
opportunities for service and through close oppor

tunities much joy in serving. 
I want to thank all those who have so kindly remem

bered me at Christmas time. It is,always a pleasure to 
hear from any of you. 

BIRDSALL OTIS EDEY 

Birthday Celebration 
The English periodical, The Scouter, offers the fol

lowing suggestion for observing the birthday of Lord and 
Lady Baden-Powell. 

"We shall celebrate the seventy-fourth birthday of 
t<he Chief on February 22nd by making it a special good 

..---~.....;.---.w•rri:hty;- That's a fine idea, isn't it? I should like to 
see every troop in the ·country out on the good turn trail 
as a birthday present to the Chief-and the Chief Guide, 
too, for her birthday is on the same date-a present which 
he would cherish more than the most priceless gift you 
could offer." 

Girl Scout Trail 
Long ago a Greek thinker named Zeno proposed a 

strange riddle: "Suppose," said he, "that a man wishes to 
run the distance between two places, but begins by run
ning only half way and then runs half of the remaining 
distance and so on successively. If the runner never 
covers more than half the distance ahead of him, how 
can he ever reach his goal?" 

In presenting the Girl Scout Trail of achievement, 
many leaders fall into the same difficulty. They see the 
Trail only in parts and consequenlty never are able to 
reach their goal which includes the entire program. 

As one ponders this riddle of the runner it is plain 
that his difficulty does not lie in his legs but in his mind. 
He has planned his task in such a wav that he can never 
accomplish it. · 

Many of the difficulties encountered along the Girl 
Scout Trail are in our thinking rather than in our doing. 
Such difficulties are solved by considering the whole Trail 
and its direction instead of emphasizing only the stages 
along the vray. Tenderfoot and even Golden Eaglet 
are not final goals; they are milestones to be passed along 
the Girl Scout Trail toward full development of the 
girl as an individual and as a member of a social group. 

When You Travel Abroad 
The revised card of introduction for Girl Scout leaders 

and Girl Scouts who are going abroad is now ready. It 
has been printed in three languages (English, French 
and German) with a space on the back for the passport 
photograph. 

This card will be issued upon request to the Chair
man of the International Committee, Mrs. Lyman De
lano, 670 Lexington Avenue, New York City. Each 
card will be signed by the Chairman of t<he Interna
tional Committee and endorsed by the Commissioner of 
the Local Council, thereby indicating that the person in
~roduced is a member of the organization in good stand
mg. 

A card of introduction is essential if Girl Scouts and 
leaders travelling in foreign countries wish to be accepted 
in Girl Guide camps, or to be shown the courtesies which 
would be extended to them as members of a sister or
ganization. 

Prize Exhibits 
First prize in the National Publicity Department's con

test for exhibit ideas has been awarded to the Santa 
Monica (Cal.) Girl Scout Council. The prize consisted 
in ten dollars' worth of Girl Scout Equipment. 

The second prize went to the Plainfield ( N. J.) Coun
cil with honorable mention to Atlanta, Ga.; Milwaukee, 
Wis.; Carlinville and Urbana, Ill.; and Talladega, Ala. 

Notice to Leaders 
The ban on wearing the Girl Scout uniform on all oc

casions has been lifted ·for one year only, according to 
the decision of the executive committee, which in author
izing the announcement expressed the hope that this ac
tion would bring to the girl "a deeper appr.eciation of 
her responsibility to give service at all times as a Girl 
Scout." 

At t<he same time, the announcement declared "it is 
understood that Girl Scouts will dress in complete uni
form and that they will feel the same desire to have the 
uniform neat and tidy as if it were being worn only to 
troop meetings." 

Brownie Training 
Miss Julia Williamson, Brownie Advisor, has the fol

lowing spring schedule and will be in the places listed 
on the dates given: Feb. 25-27, Pittsburgh, Penna.; Mar. 
1, Portsmouth, Ohio; Mar. 3-6, Cincinnati, Ohio; Mar. 
9-12, Chicago, Ill.; Mar. 13-17, Milwaukee, Wis.; Mar. 
19-21, West Bend, Ind.; Mar. 22-25, St. Paul, Minn.; 
Mar. 26-28, Minneapolis, Minn., Mar. 30-31, Duluth, 
Minn. Write your local office. 

A Good :Movie 
Tom Sawyer, with Jackie Coogan in the title role, is 

an excellent film which we hope every Girl Scout will 
have a chance to see. And every leader too, may we 
add, for grown-ups are enjoying it as heartily as the 
young people. 
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Helpful Reading 

T HE LEADER has suggested before that your librarian 
is one of the very best friends a Girl Scout cap
tain can have. Ask her about the best new ref

erence books in the fields of your Girl Scouts' chief 
interests. Perhaps she can buy or borrow what you 
especially "·ant, if they are not on her shelves. 

Here are suggestions also--by no means all-inclusive 
or final-of some authoritative and helpful Bulletins. 
Single copies of many of these may be had free on re
quest: 

Helpful in work for Canner: Home Canning. United 
States Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 
Price fiye cents. Food Preservation. Cornell U niver
sity, Extension Division. Food Series, Lesson 136. 

Helpful in work for Child Nurse: The Runabout in 
the House of Health. American Child Health Associa
tion, 370 Seventh Avenue, New York City. Price fifteen 
cents. Good Friends for Children, a list of books for 
children from two to sixteen years old. Child Training 
Committee, Chilpren's Conference, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Best Toys for Children and Their Se1ection. Wisconsin 
State Kindergarten Association, 2230 Van Hise Avenue, 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

Helpf.ul in work for Cook: Food Habits for Health, 
Diets .for School Children, The School Lunch. Purdue 
University, Lafayette, Indiana. Guide to Good Meals 
for the Junior Home Make.r. United States Depart
ment of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 

Helpful in work for Dressmaker: Charts and Pamph
lets on Sewing Machine. Singer Sewing Machine Com
pany, H9 Broadway, N_ew_y ork City. C.are of Cloth
ing. Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa. Care and Selec
tion of Clothing. United States Department of Agri
culture, Washington, D. C. Designing Your Own Cos
tume. University of lda'ho, Boise, Idaho. Fashion, Its 
Use and Abuse. University of Illinois, College of Agri
culture, Urbana, Illinois. 

Helpful in work for Handy-woman: Care of Lamps. 
Colorado Agricultural College, Extension Division, Fort 
Collins. Care o.f Range, Fire and Wood Box. Colo
rado Agricultural College, Extension Division, Fort Col
lins. Home-made Labor Saving Devices. State College, 
Washington Club Outline, Pullman, Washington. 

Helpful in work for Home Nurse: Hints on Home 
Nursing. College of Agriculture State College, New 
Mexico. Home Nursing. Iowa State College, Ames, 
Iowa. First Aid. Oregon Agricultural College, Exten
sion Sen·ice, Corvallis. Home Nursing. Purdue U ni
versitr, Department of Agriculture, Lafayette, Indiana. 
Personal Hygiene and Home Nursing. State Board for 
Vocational Education, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Helpful in work for Hostess: Home Music and Home 
Plar. Better Homes in America Washington, D. C. 

Helpful in work for Housekeeper: Rules for Cleaning. 
Cornell Gniversity College of Agriculture, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Book Lists 
A mother of four Girl Scouts, various ages, and one 

to whom all her friends turn for information of worth 
while books, thinks the New York Public Library's book 
lists for young people exceptionally helpful. 

Any captain or mother may have a copy of the classi
fied and annotated list of children's books published in 
1930 on request. Address Children's Room, New York 
Public Library, Fifth Avenue and Forty-second St. 
The Library's Monthly Bulletin, ten cents a copy, is 
well worth having; and also a delightful List of Stories 
to Tell and Read A loud for twenty-five cents. 

For Star-Gazers 
The Stars Through Magic Casements. Edited by Julia 

Williamson. Illustrated by Edna M. Reindel. (D. 
Appleton and Company, New York. $2.00) 

This is a book which every Girl Scout bookshelf and 
camp library should have. For within its attractive blue 
and silver covers Julia Williamson, our own Brownie Ad
visor, has gathered some of the wonderful stories about 
the stars which have come down through the centuries. 
Many of these, Miss Williamson says, have already been 
heard around Girl Scout camp fires. 

In the earliest days, these stories were passed down 
from father to son by word of mouth. Then, "the poets, 
looking at the same stars through the magic casements of 
imagination, gathered the folk tales together and, touching 
them with the beauty of poesy, wrote them down that 
they might live forever. 

Stars Through Magic Casements includes a poem writ
ten by a group of Golden Eaglets at camp with :Miss 
Corinne Chisholm in Georgia. The book can be ordered 
through the Equipment and Supply department. 

Stars Tonight. By Sara Teasdale. (The Macmillan 
Company, New York. $2.00) 
"Stars over snow, 
And in the west a planet 
Swinging below a star. 
Look for a lovely thing and you will find it. 
It is not far-
It never will be far." 

One authority on young people's reading calls Stars To
night easily the outstanding book of poetry of the year for 
girls and boys of scout age. 

Real Adventure 
Adventures in the African Jungle, By Carl and Mary L. 

J obe Akeley. Illustrated with many photogra-phs 
made by the authors. (Dodd Mead and Co. $3.00·.) 

This book is a partial record of the scientific expedition 
begun in 1926 during which Carl Akeley met his tragic 
death. 

It was the hope of these two comrades who shared a 
great love for children and for animals to write to
gether, for young people, the story of this expedition. 
"Adventures in the African Jungle" is l\tlary Akeley's 
effort to fulfil this hope; and to make real to boys and 
girls who read its pages the animals and the strange 
people whom they met and photographed in this romantic 
and alien land. 

This is one of the Junior Literary Guild's January 
selections. 
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Nature for Second Class 
Bertha Chapman Cady 

·1. 1o wHAT shall fe do with our Second Class na
ture program? What is the best way to be
gin and how far are we to go with the girls?" 

These are some of the questions which come most fre
-quently to my desk and 'here is the opportunity for us to 
talk them over together and, with the aid of the workers 
in the field, perhaps we can dear up all the uncertainty. 

First of all there is that "beginning" which seems to 
trouble some of us. One leader says, "Why, we just 
begin," but that may not be altogether satisfactory. So 
here are a number of suggestions which have come to 
us from leaders who are successfully carrying out their 
programs. 

Trees 

"We began our tree interest by trying to name every 
tree on our block from memory. ·Of course, we could 
_not do it, so we went out to see these strange trees as 
if for the first time. From this we went to the nearest 
park and followed this by trips into the country and 
made a real study covering all and much more than is 
called for in the Tree Project before we stopped." 

"Our tree study started by asking the girls to bring 
for their next meeting a list of all the ways they could 
think of that we make use of wood. It surprised us all. 
This led to the reasons why certain woods were used 

"-----.......~~..,:,p_ecial purposes and where these woods came from 
.and how many of them· were to be found in our neighbor
hood. It has been fun and if the girls have learned 
as much as I have, then this Tree Project is a great 
success. I know we have done a lot more than the 're
-quirements', but I guess you don't mind that." 

This will be enough to show the many incidental ex
periences that started the study of trees. It matters not 
from what point one starts for in each case cited the ap
proach has been different and yet it has led to complete 
review of the materials suggested in the Project with a 
_great deal beside. 

Birds and Flowers 

It is the same with birds. 
"We have had a wonderful time with our bird study 

and it all came about through the simplest possible bird 
bath which the girls made after you had been here and 
told us ·how easily one could be made. We have seen 
forty different birds right here in the yard. Can you 
believe it! And such a good view we have of them too 
as they are off guard while bathing. We are getting 
ready to put up our feeding tables and the suet logs be
-fore it gets too cold. We never had so much fun." 

Let us hear how some girls started their Hower study. 
"An exhibit of lovely wild flower pictures in the 

Library early this spring gave us our start in the study 
of our local wild flowers. The girls got an inspiration 
from the dainty watercolor drawings which has shown 
itself in their own sketches. Some of them are lovely 
:and the girls have surprised themselves. Of course they 

are enthusiastic and ununng in their search for new 
flowers. They will certainly know all that grow in this 
part of the country before many years. Best of all, it 
has become more than a n;1ere passing thing with many 
of them. I know they have an interest which is going 
to last." 

Rocks 

Rocks too are fascinating. 
"One of the jewelers in town has a wonderful collec

tion of precious and semi-precious stones and he had a 
most attractive window display so it occurred to me that 
here was my chance to get the girls started right on their 
Rock Finder. It was all I dreamed and more, for he 
was remarkably well informed from a scientific point of 
view and besides that he knew the greatest number of 
stories and folk lore about the various stones. A great 
many thrilling things from history he tied up with rings, 
seals and amulets." 

Remember that these studies were in most cases begun 
when the girls were in the Second Class period but the 
wise leader kept the interest alive until real advance was 
made and her girls were rich in their materials as First 
Class Girl Scouts. The leader as well as her girls may 
well avail themselves of the guides offered for the First 
Class nature studies and in this way encourage the deeper 
study of outdoor life. 

There can be no distinct division made between the 
Second and the First Class work in the field of nature; 
the one naturally leads into the other. You are but tak
ing the first steps a little more slowly in the Second Class 
period so that your girls may form good habits of ob
serving and recording in their minds and in their notes 
rhe experiences they are receiving. 

When meetings must be held in the evenings in a 
public building, nature studies should not be forced at 
the beginning .as a regular part of the program. Wait 
till a time comes when you can take a walk, a visit to 
the cabin, a trip to the florists or botanic garden or the 
zoo or to the market or grocery store. 

Something will grow out of this experience to stir in
terest and a:fter this many things can be done in the 
group meeting. Do not try to teach nature by using only 
games of different kinds as this stimulates the girl in but a 
slight way to enjoy the life of the open. The picture of 
a bird helps little in making one a lover of real birds 
and their ways. Intimate association with living things, 
however, will do much. 

Do you have copies of The Girl Scout Leader's Na
ture Guide? Have you read with your girls the Girl 
Scout Nature Trail Guide for the Second Class and the 
Observer? Have you copies of the nature guide for the 
First Class Girl Scout? All of these should be in your 
hands as they offer you definite aid and suggestions which 
have resulted from .actual experience in teaching girls 
and come from leaders who have found a way. 

Next month we will consider the question of how 
much to expect of our Girl Scouts in the Second Class 
period. 

It will be greatly appreciated if captains and others will 
send in suggestions and questions to guide us in present
ing these articles so rhat they may be as helpful as pos
sible. 
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Baskets 
Helen Kimberly McElhone 

We may safely hazard the belief that the basket 'vas 
one of the first inventions mothered by necessity. We 
can imagine a cave woman coming upon a field of npe 
berries, and after making a delicious lunch, wanting to 
carry some of the fruit back to her cave for the others. 

First she tried stringing the berries on wiry stems of 
grass, then she tried pinning large leaves together ·with 
thorns in the form of a bowl, but these efforts were 
only partially successful. They were neither efficient nor 
durable, but they were imaginative and stimulating to 
further effort. At last she found some long narrow 
leaves of certain plants (cat-tails or Calamus) and after 
drying them in the sun, experimented without haste and 
with infinite patience, until she succeeded in intertwining 
them and shaping them into containers of whatever size 
she happened to need, until she had a real basket, both 
useful and beautiful and with endless possibilities of 
variations in form and size. ' 

Our American Indians were master-craftsmen in bas
ketry. Some one has said that their basketry has "the 
charm of a bird's riest, because it was done in the same 
atmosphere of directness, efficiency, joyfulness. The per
fectly circular circle because it is perfectly circular does 
not exist for those who actually or mentally have a back
ground of free woods and forests, rather than blocks of 
flats and motor-cars." 

Reed and Raffia Bask!ts 

For real w~kmanlike baskets, reed is the best and 
simplest material to begin with. 

Basketry and Paper-folding by Virginia McGaw, pub
lished by A. Flanagan Co., Chicago, Illinois (price fifty 

cents), is a little paper-covered book cont~inin~ a suffici~nt 
number of clear and well-illustrated d1rectwns to give 
one a good start in reed basketry, and also raffia _and 
pine-needle construction. There are three other sectwns 
in the book with directions for paper, wood and cord 
construction also rules for caning chairs. The material 
for reed and raffia baskets may be had at the Equipment 
and Supply Department of the National Girl Scout 
Headquarters. 

The book recommended for reed is quite sufficient for 
raffia work also, but if one wishes to make a special study 
of raffia, the best book is Raffia Basketry as an Art by 
Ashley, price $2.50. 

Pine Needle Baskets 

Again the same book mentioned first for reed will 
give a good start in pine-needle basketry, but the best 
book devoted entirely to this material is Pine N eedle 
Basketry by Linna Loehr Milliken, published by ]. L. 
Hammett Company, Cambridge, Massachusetts. A 
good way to obtain materials for this variety of basket 
making would be for some troop in the South, a~~-~en; 
from Virginia to Florida, and West to the MissiSSippi 
river, to volunteer to supply needles and cones to some 
troop living in a part of the world where they do not 
grow. This might start an acquaintance between far-away 
troops that would be valuable and interesting and include 
an exchange of ideas and natural materials. 

The Prang Company, 36 West 24th Street, New York 
City, who sell pine needles, send out free a small illus
trated leaflet giving very good directions. 

This is merely a beginning in suggesting the variet_,__ ___ _ 
of charm and usefulness of baskets and the only way to 
learn the joy of making them is to begin on it at once. 
There are many more materials for basketry than have 
been mentioned. Do as much as possible on your own 
initiative, but any calls ·for help will meet with response. 

----.. -·. - ·' 

Articles made from Prang Long Leaf Pine Needles 
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Four Evenings With the Stars 
Edited by Eveline Robertson 

The following program for four meetings was sent 
me last year too late for publication. lf the Captain who 
sent it in will be so kind as to write to me, I would like 
to know her and to thank her for it. 

The few additions made to it were made in the hope 
that they might be of assistance to some other Captains 
with less knowledge than the one who worked it out. 

Orion's right shoulder would step out and sa~-, "I'm 
Betelgeuse; my name means arm-pit." Then Rigel vYould 
step out .and say, "My name means foot." Such vitalized 
stars couldn't •help but impress us, and we were anxious 
to locate them in the sky. We were doomed to disap
pointment, however; a mist overshadowed the sky. So
we played "Active Stars", from the game book, "Place the 
Stars", and told stories about the four constellations, 
taken from mythology or from books about the sky and 
the stars. 

Learning the names and location of the stars of the 
first magnitude presented a big problem for the third 

February is a fine month for carrying out an astronomy meeting. However, we finally thought out a plan. We 
program as it gets dark so early in the evening. Then decided to give each girl a star name. Assigning names 
too, the sky is clear, and the winter constellations and to individuals doesn't help much unless some association 
bright stars are unusually beautiful. is made between the girl and the star. This "·e tried 

Everyone in the troop had heard of the Dipper, and to do. We cut papers into star shapes. Some papers 
most of them could locate it, but that was about as far were red, some blue, some white and some yellow. The 
as their knowledge extended. names of blue stars we wrote on blue paper, the names 

We planned our first meeting to include a study of the of yellow on yellow paper and so on. As each girl ar
Big Dipper and the Little Dipper. The patrol leaders rived, her patrol leader handed her a star and a pin, and 
had previously made a sketch of botl) Dippers and shown told her to wear the star in full view. After inspec
it to their patrols. We counted the stars in each and tion, the girls were told that henceforth they were to be 
noted that the Big Dipper's handle was bent back while known by their star names. H anyone forgot to use this 
the Little Dipper's was bent in. I then told some of the name, she had to pay a forfeit. The forfeit consisted 
myths explaining how these constellations got their in saying a poem or telling a story about the stars. It 
names. was perfectly permissible to approach a person in order 

The Dipper, or the Great Bear as it is also called, is to read the name. We told them that we had named each 
probably the best known of all the constellations. It is star for a special reason, thinking that it would help 
composed of seven stars. To find the Pole Star from it, them, as it had us. Two girls who are inseparable ·were 
trace a direct line upwards .from the pointers of the naturally Castor and Pollox. Regulus had two gold stars
Dipper. The Pole Star is the brightest one around that for perfect attendance, and Polaris is the jumping center 

~-~q:::-:u:-:-a=-=r:-::ter so" you carf'nn--m-It: ea:ssiopeia is ~high scho-ol basketball team. 
of five stars that form a W. They are on the opposite Fifteen minutes were allowed for each girl to visit the 
side of the Pole Star to the Great Bear, and about the other patrols and find out more about herself. The Rob
same distance from it. When the Great Bear is high ins were beseiged because their corner contained books 
over head, Cassiopeia is low down in the North and vice and magazines about stars. The Bluebirds had a won
versa. To find the group Pegasus, draw an imaginary derful map of the sky in February. Then we were ready 
line from the Pole Star over Cassiopeia and continue as to play an acquaintance game. We formed a double 
far again and you will find the square of Pegasus. This circle, one circle marching to the left, and one to the 
constellation is not seen so easily in the spring and sum- right. When the whistle blew, both circles stopped, and 
mer. The best time to see it is in the winter or the the girls standing opposite each other took turns in tell
autumn months. If you will look carefully at a star ing about themselves. 
map before you go out and get an idea of the relative On our fourth meeting night it snowed hard, and then 
positions of these constellations, it will be much easier to got cold and dear. Our first lieutenant, always. 
recognize them. The fourth star in the bottom left hand "twinkling" with ideas, suggested a sleigh ride. We
corner of Pegasus is included in the constellation An- called a special meeting of patrol leaders, and, in less 
dromeda. than half an hour, we had located a sled, horses and 

Don't try to see too much at one time, but be sure twenty enthusiastic Girl Scouts. 
that all t:he girls with you see something. There is As soon as we left the city, Vega wanted to see her
nothing more deadly than to go out to look at stars and self in the sky. We searched diligently, finally finding· 
have some one talk on about them and not to be able to the three, Vega, Deneb and Altair. Aldebaran was disap
see anything about which she is talking. If you are an pointed when she found that she had been mistaking
expert now, just try to remember the time when you Jupiter for herself. We tried out some of the. eye tests 
weren't so wonderful and, above all, try to pass on the suggested by Seton Thompson and had great fun seeing 
thrill you had when you recognized, for the first time, how many stars we could see in the Pleiades. ),'" o one 
one of the constellations. agreed on the number, and one girl counted as many as 

At our second meeting we studied .four constellations. fifty stars! It was the most successful meeting \\'e have 
A slip of paper was handed to each patrol leader on which ever had. 
was the name and a rough diagram of the constellation Each girl has been making the necessary observa
which her patrol was to represent in standing position, tions and diagrams for the Star Finder Badge, and has 
each girl taking the place of a star. Orion, the Twins, been putting them in a note book. The patrols have listecf 
Cassiopeia, and the Bull were the four constellations all kinds of books, poems, and myths about the stars and 
chosen. It >vas great fun to hear the patrols report. we have a great store of references for star study. 
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From Uur Mail Bag 
Eugene, Oregon: One of the Girl Scout troops corre

sponds with a Girl Guide troop in England. The Eng
lish girls are curious about American Indians-where do 
they live, how do they live, and does one often meet them, 
they ask. To answer these questions in part, the Girl 
Scouts prepared an exhibit of Indian Food Plants, such 
as camas, brake, miner's lettuce, iris, wild strawberry 
and other local growing things. 

Chicago, Illinois: Chi·cago Girl Scouts who want to 
go to Timber Trail, which is the deep woods camp about 
three hundred miles ·from Chicago, are given little card
board banks in the form of a camp and in this way they 
try to save enough money throughout the winter. 

West Point, Mississippi: An exhibit of its work in 
handicraft was recently arranged by Troop 3 at the home 
of its Leader, Mrs. Jack Seitz. Mothers, leaders of 
other troops and officers of the Community Council were 
invited to inspect it. Tea, sandwiches and cakes were 
served by the Troop members who acted as hostesses and 
maids in relays . . 

Murray, Kentucky: The fifteen giils of Troop I made 
Christmas possible for 350 children this year and sent 
clothing and food to almost 100 families. Their leader, 
Mrs. W. C. Melugin, tells how they did it: "They had 
a community Christmas tree in the County Court House 
and these families were invited to attend. Each child's 
name and age had been secured and each received his 
own toy and fruit, hose and gloves from the tree." 

]\T orfolk, Connecticut: "Our troop has what we call a 
'travel fund,'" writes Mrs. George T. Bates. "As the 
girls graduate from high .&chool w.e giv.e them a week's
trip to New York and Washington. So -far I have taken 
eighteen girls and it is quite an experience! We pay all 
expenses and raise the money in many different ways. 
The town is now very much interested in Girl Scouting 
as well as in my travel fund." 

Fort Edward, New York: This pledge of allegiance 
was written by Miss Leah M. Urquhart as a little dedica
tory service for a new troop flag: "I pledge allegiance to 
my Troop, and to the Organization of which it is a part, 
one sisterhood, world-wide, based upon the highest ideals 
of "-omanhood." 

Two New Cabins 
Ne>r Orleans Girl Scouts have had two new cabins 

-presented to them in one year! 
One of the cabins, the gift of Mr. William H. McFad

den, has been built in City Park, just across the lake 
and back of the Museum in a beautiful location amid 
lovely big oak trees. It is private enough for almost any 
kind of scout activity, but public enough for safety. It 
is built of cobblestone with a lovely big fireplace inside, 
and an outdoor fireplace using the same chimney. There 
is a little bathroom with a toilet, lavatory and a sho>11cer. 
Around the walls are window seats which can be used for 
storage. Bookcases are built in near the fireplace. 

The other cabin is the gift of the New Or leans Com
missioner, :.\1rs. H. C. Ehrenfels, and Mr. Ehrenfels. It 
is a memorial to l\1r. Ehrenfels' father. It is to be a 
rustic frame building painted brown with a green roof 
and will be located in a lovelv ·wooded section of Audu
bon Park which is across th~ town from City Park. 

Around the Toadstool 
(Brown Owls are urged to send suggestions for pru

grams, handwork, ceremonies, etc., to this column. Ad
dress Louise Hall Tharp, 670 Lexington Ave., New 
York City.) 

B IG sister is having her mid-winter Scout Rally about 
this time and many a Brownie is wishmg that it 
might be her good fortune to attend a Brownie 

Revel. Of course there are all kinds of Revels. l\1ore 
often than not the simplest Revel is the best. 

Valentine's Day is somehow a Brownie's own festival 
and this was the occasion of a Revel in Rochester to 
which four little new Packs were invited by two old and 
experienced Packs. The ulterior motive was to show 
how to proceed with a meeting but this was done quite 
unostentatiously. When the visiting Packs arrived each 
was shown a Six Corner decorated with treasures and 
labeled with the Pack's name. A hostess Brownie or two 
was there to explain the treasures and make the guests 
welcome. After an opening ceremony demonstrated by 
the hostess Pack, the others joined in one huge circle. 
There were many new games and each winning Pack 
was presented with a large red Valentine to take home 
as a trophy. 

From Fort Wayne, Indiana, comes the good idea of 
pasting two hearts, about eight inches long, together, leav
ing the top open. Inside are slipped hearts bearing appro
priate messages. A hostess Pack would enjoy making 
these ·for their expected guests and the contents could be 
made to introduce a game or start a treasure hunt. 

Pack II of Quincy had an "Indian Party" which could 
be arranged by the ingenious Brown Ow.l to make an 
excellent Revel. First the Brownies are magicked into 
Indians, the room into a wood. Indian games are played 
and as Indians are well known to be famous trackers, a 
"hunt" with signs laid along the trail is decidedly in 
order. To form the Pow-Wow ring, the Indians weave 
in and out single file, war dance style. At the Pow
Wow an Indian legend may be told. A big war-whoop 
at the end will magic the Indians back into Brownies. 

The fairy tale acting game which appeared in this 
column last month would make splendid Revel enter
tainment. As for real learned-and-acted plays, if the 
Brownies are ambitious that way, Constance l\1ackay has 
several volumes of short, very actable plays that are in 
keeping with the Brownie spirit and do not have parts 
too long to learn. "The Goatherd and the Goblin" is 
particularly good. We have a delightful play called 
"The Frolic of the Fairies" written for and acted by a 
Canadian Pack. It has Rose Fileman poetry in it which 
of course Brownies love. It is too long to print in this 
column but a copy would be sent to a Brown Owl on 
request if she promised to return it promptly. There is 
also a demonstration play written for some mothers who 
wondered what Brownie meetings were all about. It 
begins with fairies and changes in the second act to 
Brownies. It is a play to be studied and then talked 
rather than learned and recited. An outline of this will 
also be sent to Brown Owls promising to return it. 

Of course a Spring or Summer Revel is a different mat
ter. We woul(i be pleased to receive accounts of any 
such revels and will gladly print as much about them as 
space permits. 
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Girl Scout .Membership in 1930 
During 1930, Girl Scout membership has more than 

fulfilled our hopes for this preliminary year of the ex
pansion program. On December 31st, 1930, the total ac
tive membership was 244,712. This is an increase of 
38,878 members or 18.9 per cent over 1929. Girl Scouts 
alone totaled 200,307, an increase of 29,599. Chart I be
low shows how the total active membership and the Girl 
Scout active membership have climbed in the five years 
since 1926. Nate how steep the line is for the last year. 

Chart II gives the record of all types of members ex
cept Girl Scouts. Note how Troop Committee Members 
have increased in the past two years. Five years ago only 
one troop out of every 28 had a committee sponsoring its 
work, while at the end of 1930, one troop in five had a 
committee behind it. At this rate the National goal of a 
troop commi·ttee for every troop does not seem too far 
distant. 

Brownies also did big things in 1930. Their member
ship has now reached 8,952. Captains have not quite 
kept pace with the growth in Girl Scout membership, 
which means that troops are increasing in size. Captains' 
registrations have increased 12.4% , while the increase 
for Girl Scouts was 17.3 % . 

The growth planned for 1931 is still larger than that 
achieved in 1930, and it will mean a real effort to reach 
it. This can only be accomplished if every leader assumes 
a share of the re"'Jonsibility. First, try to register new 
members promptly and be sure that all members of your 
troop re-register on or before the troop expiration d<tte. 
Second, pass along the word of the fun and satisfaction 

To Be Prepared You Must Be 
Equipped 

Leaders! Plan your requirements for camp now, so 
that we will have ample time to prepare your uniforms 
for shipment. 

The National Board of Directors has voted that mem
bers of the staff and students attending any national train
ing camp shall be required to wear the leaders' regulation 
camp uniform or the regulation officers' gray-green cot
ton uniform. It is urged that counsellors in all Girl Scout 
camps wear the leaders regulation camp uniform. It is 
made of a special Girl Scout green pamico cloth or gray 
green chambray which will wit,hstand many trips to 
the laundry. The knickers are adjusted at the waist by 
an elastic inset and also have elastic at the knee. They 
have pockets. The long-sleeved smock reaches just above 
the knee, has large side pockets and belt of the same 
material. This is a uniform that continues to look smart 
even after rough wear in the woods. The Equipment and 
Supply Service is offering it at the special price of $5.50 
for the pamico cloth and $5.00 for the chambray. 

---=-==--~-.}'""Ou fi nd in ffirl Scouting. There-are plenty of splendid 

The official camp uniform for national Girl Scout 
camps will be carried in the same materials as the leaders' 
uniform. In case the national camp uniform is not 
deemed practical by !'he local camp committee, the Equip
ment and Supply Service has been authorized to make 
up models in accordance with local specifications. These 
uniforms may be supplied to your girls through your 
authorized -departmeD t stDre distributor, your camp can
teen or local Council shop. 

/ 
leaders in th~ country. Help us find them! 

Growth In Active Membership, 1926 to 1930 
Chart I. 
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